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1. Different Types of Membership in UNWTO
The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations
responsible for the promotion of responsible, sustainable, and universally accessible tourism. To ensure
inclusive participation from governments, territories, and tourism-related organizations, the UNWTO has
established different categories of membership. These membership types allow stakeholders to contribute
to global tourism governance according to their legal status, authority, and level of involvement in the
tourism sector.

Full Members
Full Members are sovereign states that are members of the United Nations, its specialized agencies, or
parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justice. This category represents the highest level of
membership within the UNWTO. Full Members possess full voting rights in the General Assembly, which
enables them to participate directly in decision-making processes, adopt resolutions, and influence
international tourism policies. They also take part in technical committees, regional commissions, and
working groups that address key tourism issues such as sustainability, digitalization, tourism ethics, and
crisis management.

Associate Members
Associate Members are territories or groups of territories that are not responsible for their external
relations but have authority over tourism matters. Although Associate Members do not enjoy full voting
rights in the General Assembly, they are allowed to participate in meetings, contribute to discussions, and
benefit from UNWTO programs and technical assistance. Associate Membership enables these territories
to develop their tourism sectors while aligning with international tourism standards and best practices.

Affiliate Members
Affiliate Members consist of non-governmental organizations, private sector companies, educational
institutions, research centers, tourism associations, and local authorities related to tourism. This category
plays a vital role in bridging the gap between the public and private sectors. Affiliate Members do not have
voting rights but actively contribute through research, innovation, training, and policy recommendations.
Their involvement strengthens knowledge sharing and promotes innovation within the global tourism
industry.

Observer Status
Observer status may be granted to international and intergovernmental organizations that have an interest
in tourism development. Observers can attend UNWTO meetings, follow deliberations, and collaborate on
specific initiatives. However, they do not participate in voting or formal decision-making processes.
Observer status supports coordination and cooperation between UNWTO and other global institutions.



2. Who Qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?
A Full Member of the United Nations World Tourism Organization is a sovereign state that fulfills specific
legal, institutional, and procedural requirements established under the UNWTO Statutes. Full Membership
allows countries to actively participate in global tourism governance and benefit from international
cooperation in tourism development.

To qualify as a Full Member, a country must be a member of the United Nations or one of its specialized
agencies, or be a party to the Statute of the International Court of Justice. Additionally, the country must
formally accept the UNWTO Statutes and agree to comply with the organization’s objectives, rules, and
financial obligations. Admission as a Full Member is subject to approval by the UNWTO General
Assembly.

Full Members enjoy several important rights and privileges. These include full voting rights in the General
Assembly, the ability to propose agenda items and resolutions, participation in regional commissions and
committees, and access to technical assistance, capacity-building programs, and tourism research.
Through these rights, Full Members contribute directly to shaping international tourism policies and
strategies.

Alongside these rights, Full Members also carry significant responsibilities. They are required to pay
annual membership contributions, actively participate in meetings and activities, and support the
UNWTO’s mission of promoting sustainable, ethical, and inclusive tourism. By fulfilling these
responsibilities, Full Members strengthen international cooperation and enhance the role of tourism as a
driver of economic and social development.


