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In no more than 500 words each explain: 

1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?

2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?

























1. Different Categories of Membership in the United Nations World Tourism Organization

Across the globe, the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) serves as the preeminent international organization that is accountable for encouraging tourism that is both responsible and environmentally conscious. The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) has designed a membership structure that consists of three tiers: Full Members, Associate Members, and Affiliate Members. This system was developed to ensure that all governments and tourism stakeholders are able to participate.

State governments that are sovereign and are members of the United Nations or one of its specialized agencies are considered to be full members. Countries that fall into this category are granted full participation and voting rights in the United Nations World Tourism Organization General Assembly. This category reflects the highest level of membership. According to the United Nations World tourist Organization (2023), Full Members play a pivotal role in the formulation of global tourist policies, the approval of international tourism conventions, and the backing of initiatives relating to sustainable tourism practices, economic development, and ethical tourism practices.

There are territories or regions that are not fully sovereign but have control over tourism affairs within their jurisdiction. These territories or regions are described as Associate Members. It is possible for these territories to consist of autonomous regions or dependents located overseas. Associate members are permitted to participate in meetings and get benefits from UNWTO programs; but, they do not have the power to vote in the General Assembly that the organization holds. According to the United Nations World Tourism Organization (2022), their membership grants them access to tourism research, technical assistance, and capacity-building activities.

Affiliate Members are non-governmental stakeholders that include businesses in the tourism industry, associations within the industry, academic institutions, destination management organizations, and municipal authorities. Despite the fact that Affiliate Members do not have the authority to make decisions, they play a key role by providing their expertise, innovation, and practical industry knowledge. The execution of tourism strategies at operational levels is supported by this category, which also helps to promote collaboration between the public sector and the business sector (Hall, 2019).

In general, the membership system of the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) strikes a balance between governmental leadership and industry engagement, thereby maintaining complete global tourism governance.





2. Who is eligible to become a full member of the United Nations World Tourism Organization?

Only sovereign states that are recognized by the international community are eligible to apply for full membership in the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). In order for a country to be eligible, it must either be a member of the United Nations or linked with one of the United Nations' specialized agents. This condition guarantees that the organization is in accordance with international legal and governance frameworks (UNWTO, 2023).

The submission of a formal application, which is then evaluated and accepted by the General Assembly of the United Nations World Tourism Organization, is required for entry. Upon acceptance, the state commits to complying with the laws of the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), which include obligations to the promotion of sustainable tourism, international cooperation, and ethical tourism governance. In addition, Full Members are obligated to fulfill their financial duties by making annual membership contributions, which are used to fund the operations and programs of the United Nations World Tourism Organization (Hall, 2019).

Voting rights, access to tourist data, policy guidance, technical support, and involvement in global tourism initiatives are all benefits that come with full membership for countries. As a result of this function, member states contribute to the formation of international tourist plans that encourage economic growth, cultural exchange, and environmental sustainability.
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