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1️⃣ Types of Membership in UNWTO

UN Tourism has a three-tiered membership structure designed to include sovereign states, territories, and the broader tourism sector.

• Full Member
This category is for sovereign states. Currently, there are 160 Full Member States. As the primary decision-makers, they participate fully in the General Assembly and Executive Council.

• Associate Member
This membership is open to territories or groups of territories that are not fully responsible for their external relations. Membership requires approval from the sovereign state that manages their foreign affairs. There are six Associate Members: Aruba, Flanders, Hong Kong, Macao, Madeira, and Puerto Rico.

• Affiliate Member
This category includes over 500 non-governmental entities from the private sector, educational institutions, tourism associations, and local tourism authorities. Their membership application requires endorsement by their national government. Affiliate Members gain access to specialized networks, working groups, research, and a platform for public-private dialogue.

2️⃣ Qualifications for Full Member Status

Eligibility for Full Membership is reserved for all sovereign states.

How to Join: A state seeking membership must have its application approved by the UNWTO General Assembly. As the supreme body of the organization, the General Assembly makes final decisions on admitting new Full Members.

Rights and Role: Full Members hold the primary governance authority.

· They participate with full voting rights in the General Assembly, which meets annually to approve the budget, work program, and debate key policies.
· They are eligible for election to the Executive Council, the governing board responsible for ensuring the organization meets its objectives. As the host country, Spain holds a permanent seat on this council.
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