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1- Please describe the Explorer and Charter tourist types, highlighting the 

core characteristics of each segment and the key differences between the two 

segments, according to Smith's typology of tourist. 

Ans> 

Smith's Typology of Tourist: Explorers vs Charters 

Explorer Tourist Type 

Explorers are characterized by their desire for authentic cultural experiences and a high degree 

of independence in their travels. These tourists: 

• Engage with the culture by connecting with the nearby populace. 

• Either plan their own trips or explore the area by themselves. 

• Are flexible in the area where they live and willing to try and accept local customs 

• Try visiting places that aren’t crowded by hundreds of tourists. 

• Most travel on their own or just with a handful of others. 



• Are sensitive to local culture and can say basic words in the language spoken there 

• Want to discover new things, learn and become better individuals 

• Usually, they have a minor effect on the place’s traditional culture. 

 

Charter Tourist Type 

Charter tourists represent a more mass-market approach to tourism, preferring structure and 

familiarity in their travel experiences: 

 

• Go on trips with a group and arrive at each destination as planned. 

• Find places where you can count on comfort, ease and everything going as expected. 

• Wish to keep their favorite things and lifestyle in the home while traveling. 

• They often choose international hotel groups and tend to go where tourists gather. 

• You will usually be expected or advised to adapt little to local culture or conditions. 

• In most cases, travelers from Eastern Europe travel together in groups, thanks to 

package offers. 

• Enjoy travelling with tour operators who guide your visits. 

• Mainly, people watch TV to relax, be entertained and avoid the usual routine. 

 

Key Differences 

The two segments are mainly different because of their priorities in authenticity and how they 

relate to culture. 

1. Why explore when you can be shown? In this sense, explorers opt for ongoing cultural 

exchange, but Charter tourists pay for classic museum tours or other staged interactions. 

2. For explorers, being independent with their travel plans matters, while charter tourists 

prefer all the details to be planned and set beforehand. 

3. Expectations for comfort: Travelers on an excursion don’t mind not having familiar 

comforts, but charter tourists prefer that comforts from home are provided. 

4. Destinations are affected less by explorers than by charter tourists. 

5. Places people want to visit: Explorer tourists look for less-known places, while  

 

Charter tourists are drawn to places with well-built tourist infrastructure. 

Smith’s system places Explorers at the independent, cultural end of travelers and Charter 

tourists at the other end, representing large tourist groups. 



 

 

 

 

2- Based on the forms of tourism by destination type, explain one form of 

tourism in no more than 500 words.  

Ans> 

Ecotourism: Responsible Travel to Natural Areas 

Traveling for ecotourism involves exploring unspoiled, mostly undamaged areas of nature. It 

connects protecting nature, looking after people and responsible travel into a unique kind of 

tourism. 

Basic to ecotourism is going to protected areas such as national parks, wildlife habitats and 

conservation reservations. Many environmentally friendly tourists are drawn to these places by 

their varied wildlife, unique environments or threatened animal life. 

Conservation is a main characteristic that separates ecotourism from regular nature tourism. 

Tourism companies care for the environment by allowing fewer travelers, adopting renewable 

energy, limiting waste and keeping strict rules for animals in the area. The funds earned by 

many ecotourism offerings go right to conservation groups, so there is less reason to damage 

the natural areas. 

Children also need to learn about the rules. When you go ecotourism, you get to learn about 

the environment, see the local flora and fauna and discover the challenges to conservation from 

skilled guides. With this approach, people are able to learn more about the environment and 

start to appreciate it better. 

 

Participation by local communities is a necessary part of true ecotourism. Community members 

are involved in ecotourism by finding jobs, selling their goods or forming projects managed by 

the community. Because tourism benefits their economy, communities are encouraged to 

protect their nature-related attractions. 

Those taking part in ecotourism often feed their interest in nature by hiking, spotting wildlife, 

enjoying birding, taking photos of nature and meeting with indigenous people whose way of 

life depends on their environment. Eco-lodges made from sustainable products and landscape-

friendly designs are a common type of accommodation you will see. 



Even though ecotourism offers benefits, some operators may simply claim they are 

environmentally friendly, yet do nothing in practice and in some cases, seeing more tourists 

can harm the natural wonders they came for. 

With correct actions, tourism for conservation brings in income to protect nature, offers visitors 

valuable lessons and helps local groups keep their natural areas intact. Therefore, ecotourism 

is considered a significant model for reliable development in the tourism industry at natural 

destinations. 


