[image: ]
Cultural Heritage Management 
Assignment 7
27.05.2026













In no more than 500 words each, explain and 2-4 references:

1- Select a cultural site and discuss the impacts of a proposed measure on this site within the framework of conducting a cultural heritage impact assessment.

























Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment of Petra Archaeological Park, Jordan
The Petra Archaeological Park in Jordan is one of the world’s most renowned cultural heritage sites and has been recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1985. Famous for its rock-cut architecture, elaborate tombs, and sophisticated water management systems, Petra represents the cultural achievements of the Nabataean civilization. A proposed measure for the site is the construction of an expanded visitor transportation network, including electric shuttle routes and additional visitor facilities to accommodate the increasing number of tourists. Conducting a Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment (CHIA) is necessary to evaluate the potential consequences of this development on Petra’s cultural significance.
A Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment is a structured process that examines how proposed projects may affect the heritage values, authenticity, integrity, and long-term sustainability of cultural sites. It helps decision-makers identify risks and develop strategies to reduce adverse impacts while supporting responsible development (ICOMOS, 2011).
The proposed transportation improvements could generate several benefits. Improved visitor access may reduce pedestrian congestion along the main archaeological pathways, enhancing the visitor experience and reducing physical strain on tourists. The project could also contribute to local economic development by increasing tourism-related employment opportunities and supporting businesses that depend on heritage tourism. Furthermore, electric transportation systems may reduce vehicle emissions and support environmentally sustainable tourism practices (Bandarin & van Oers, 2012).
Despite these advantages, the proposed measure could have significant negative impacts on Petra’s heritage values. Construction activities associated with new transportation infrastructure may disturb archaeological deposits that remain undiscovered beneath the surface. Excavation, ground vibrations, and landscape alterations could damage fragile cultural resources and compromise the site's archaeological integrity. Since Petra’s significance is closely linked to its natural desert setting, any major infrastructure development could also affect the visual and cultural landscape that contributes to its Outstanding Universal Value (UNESCO, 2023).
Another concern involves the possibility of increased visitor numbers resulting from improved accessibility. Excessive tourism can accelerate erosion of sandstone monuments, particularly iconic structures such as Al-Khazneh (The Treasury) and the Monastery. Human activities may increase dust accumulation, physical wear, and environmental stress on these fragile monuments. Additionally, growing commercialization around the site could affect the traditional lifestyles and cultural practices of local communities, potentially weakening the cultural connections that contribute to the site's heritage significance (Timothy & Nyaupane, 2009).
Within the CHIA framework, mitigation measures should be incorporated into project planning. Archaeological surveys and excavations should be conducted before construction begins to identify and protect buried cultural remains. Infrastructure designs should be carefully integrated into the landscape to minimize visual impacts. Visitor management plans, including limits on daily visitor numbers and designated access routes, can help reduce pressure on sensitive areas. Continuous monitoring and stakeholder engagement are also essential to ensure that heritage conservation objectives remain a priority throughout the project lifecycle.
In conclusion, while the proposed transportation network may improve accessibility and support sustainable tourism, it also presents risks to Petra’s archaeological resources, landscape character, and cultural values. A comprehensive Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment provides an effective framework for balancing development needs with the conservation of one of the world’s most important archaeological sites.
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