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Q1. How can India benefit from applying the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism in practice?

The Global Code of Ethics for Tourism (GCET), developed by the United Nations World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO), provides a comprehensive framework to promote responsible, sustainable,
and ethical tourism. If applied effectively in practice, India can gain significant social, economic,
cultural, and environmental benefits.

Firstly, applying the Global Code of Ethics can support sustainable tourism development in India.
India has rich natural resources, heritage sites, and biodiversity hotspots. Ethical tourism practices
encourage environmental protection, responsible use of resources, and reduction of pollution and
over-tourism. This helps preserve destinations like the Himalayas, Goa’s beaches, and national
parks for future generations while maintaining tourism attractiveness.

Secondly, the Code promotes social and cultural protection of host communities. India is culturally
diverse, with local traditions, indigenous communities, and heritage values. Ethical tourism ensures
respect for local customs, traditions, and religious practices. It also helps prevent exploitation of
communities and promotes cultural exchange based on mutual respect, which strengthens India’s
cultural identity globally.

Thirdly, India can benefit economically through inclusive growth and employment generation. The
Global Code of Ethics emphasizes fair employment, safe working conditions, and equal
opportunities. Applying these principles can improve working conditions in hotels, travel agencies,
and tourism services, especially for women and youth. Ethical tourism also supports local
businesses, artisans, and small enterprises, helping distribute tourism income more evenly.

Another important benefit is enhancing India’s international image and credibility. By following
globally accepted ethical standards, India can position itself as a responsible and safe tourism
destination. This builds trust among international tourists, investors, and global organizations,
leading to increased tourist arrivals and long-term economic gains.

Finally, the Global Code of Ethics helps improve tourist satisfaction and safety. Ethical guidelines
focus on protecting tourists’ rights, providing accurate information, ensuring safety, and promoting
non-discriminatory practices. Satisfied tourists are more likely to revisit India and recommend it to
others, supporting sustainable tourism growth.

In conclusion, applying the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism in practice can help India achieve
sustainable development, protect its cultural and natural heritage, improve employment standards,
and strengthen its global tourism reputation.
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