
1. Subsidiary bodies in international tourism governance 

and their role in UNWTO 

Within UNWTO, subsidiary bodies include regional commissions, committees, and working 

groups. Regional Commissions represent different parts of the world (such as Africa, Europe, 

the Americas, and Asia-Pacific). Their role is to address tourism issues specific to their 

regions, encourage cooperation between member states, and ensure that regional needs are 

reflected in global tourism policies. 

Other subsidiary bodies focus on specialized topics, such as tourism sustainability, ethics, 

statistics, education, and crisis management. These groups bring together experts from 

member states to study problems, share best practices, and propose solutions. For example, 

some committees work on sustainable tourism development, while others focus on tourism 

data and market trends. 

The general role of subsidiary bodies within UNWTO is to support effective governance and 

implementation. They help translate broad goals into practical actions, improve coordination 

between countries, and ensure that policies are informed by expert knowledge. They also 

strengthen participation by allowing members to contribute in areas where they have 

experience or interest. 
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2. Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980) and why 

it is a milestone 

The Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980) is an important international document 

adopted during the World Tourism Conference in Manila, Philippines, organized by 

UNWTO. It sets out key principles that guide tourism development at the global level. 

The declaration defines tourism as more than an economic activity. It emphasizes that 

tourism plays a major role in social development, cultural exchange, peace, and mutual 

understanding between people. It highlights tourism as a positive force that can improve 

quality of life and promote respect between nations. 

One of the most important ideas in the Manila Declaration is that access to tourism is a basic 

human right. It states that all people should have the opportunity to travel and enjoy tourism, 

regardless of income or background. This was a new and powerful idea at the time. 

The declaration also stresses the importance of sustainable tourism. It calls on governments to 

protect natural resources, cultural heritage, and local communities while developing tourism. 



It encourages responsible planning so that tourism benefits both present and future 

generations. 

The Manila Declaration is considered a milestone in tourism policy because it was one of the 

first global documents to link tourism with human rights, sustainability, and development. It 

changed how governments and organizations viewed tourism, moving away from purely 

economic goals toward a more ethical and people-centered approach. 
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