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1. Role of Attribute Listing in Heritage Impact 
Assessment (HIA) 

Attribute listing is a systematic process used in Heritage 
Impact Assessment (HIA) to identify and document the 
characteristics that express the cultural significance of a 
heritage site. These attributes may include physical 
features, historical elements, cultural practices, landscape 
settings, architectural styles, and intangible values 
associated with a place. 

In HIA, attribute listing helps decision-makers understand 
what makes a heritage site valuable and which elements 
require protection. By clearly identifying significant 
attributes, planners can assess how proposed developments 
or changes may affect the site’s heritage values. This allows 
for informed decisions that balance development needs with 
heritage conservation. 

Attribute listing supports protection by providing a clear 
record of the site’s important features. When authorities 
know exactly which attributes contribute to significance, 
they can establish legal protections and management 
policies more effectively. 

It also assists in management by helping heritage 
professionals prioritize conservation efforts. Resources can 
be directed toward preserving the most significant 
attributes, ensuring that the site’s authenticity and integrity 
are maintained. 



Furthermore, attribute listing contributes to conservation by 
creating a baseline for monitoring changes over time. Any 
deterioration, alteration, or loss of attributes can be 
identified and addressed promptly. It also promotes public 
awareness by explaining why a heritage site is important 
and deserving of preservation. 

Overall, attribute listing is an essential tool in Heritage 
Impact Assessment because it provides a structured 
understanding of heritage values, supports sustainable 
planning, and ensures that significant cultural resources are 
protected for future generations. 
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2. Heritage Site: Taj Mahal, India 

A. List of Attributes (10) 

1. White marble mausoleum 

2. Central dome 

3. Four minarets 

4. Symmetrical architectural design 

5. Islamic calligraphy inscriptions 

6. Pietra dura (stone inlay) decoration 



7. Charbagh (Persian-style garden) 

8. Reflecting water channels 

9. Historical association with Emperor Shah Jahan 

10.Cultural and symbolic significance as a monument of 
love 

B. Classification of Attributes 

Physical / Architectural Attributes 

• White marble mausoleum 

• Central dome 

• Four minarets 

• Symmetrical design 

• Pietra dura decoration 

• Islamic calligraphy 

Landscape Attributes 

• Charbagh garden 

• Reflecting water channels 

Historical Attributes 

• Association with Emperor Shah Jahan 

Cultural / Intangible Attributes 

• Symbolic significance as a monument of love 

C. How the Attributes Convey Heritage Significance 

The Taj Mahal is one of the world’s most recognized 
cultural heritage sites because its attributes collectively 
demonstrate exceptional artistic, architectural, historical, 
and cultural value. The white marble structure, central 
dome, and minarets represent the peak of Mughal 
architecture and engineering. The intricate calligraphy and 



pietra dura decorations showcase remarkable craftsmanship 
and artistic achievement. 

The Charbagh garden and reflecting pools contribute to the 
site’s aesthetic beauty and reflect Islamic concepts of 
paradise. Historically, the monument is significant because 
it was commissioned by Emperor Shah Jahan in memory of 
his wife Mumtaz Mahal, representing an important period 
in Mughal history. 

Its cultural significance extends beyond architecture. The 
Taj Mahal has become a global symbol of love, devotion, 
and cultural identity. Together, these attributes 
communicate the site’s Outstanding Universal Value and 
justify its continued protection and conservation as a World 
Heritage Site. 
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