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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:

1. What are subsidiary bodies in international tourism governance? Explain their general role within UNWTO.

Subsidiary bodies in international tourism governance are specialized committees, commissions, and working groups established to support the functioning and decision-making of global tourism institutions. Within the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), subsidiary bodies play a vital role in ensuring that tourism governance is effective, inclusive, and responsive to regional and thematic needs.
These bodies operate under the authority of UNWTO’s main governing organs, such as the General Assembly and the Executive Council. Examples include Regional Commissions, the Programme and Budget Committee, and various technical committees focusing on areas such as tourism statistics, sustainability, ethics, education, and crisis management. Their specialized nature allows UNWTO to address the complex and multidimensional challenges of global tourism.
One of the primary roles of subsidiary bodies is policy advisory and technical support. They conduct research, analyse tourism trends, and provide expert recommendations that inform global tourism policies and strategies. This ensures that decisions taken at the highest level are evidence-based and aligned with international development goals.
Another important role is regional representation and coordination. Through Regional Commissions, subsidiary bodies ensure that the interests and challenges of different geographical regions are reflected in global tourism governance. This promotes inclusivity and allows member states to share best practices and collaborate on region-specific initiatives.
Subsidiary bodies also contribute to implementation and monitoring. They support member states in applying international tourism frameworks, encourage compliance with ethical and sustainability standards, and assist with capacity-building initiatives. By doing so, they help translate global tourism policies into practical action at national and regional levels.
Overall, subsidiary bodies strengthen UNWTO’s governance framework by combining expertise, participation, and operational support, making international tourism governance more effective and balanced.


2. What is the Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980)? Why is it considered a milestone in tourism policy?

The Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980) is a landmark international policy document adopted at the World Tourism Conference held in Manila, Philippines. Developed under the auspices of the World Tourism Organization, the Declaration established fundamental principles to guide tourism development and governance at a global level.
The Declaration emphasized tourism’s importance as an economic activity that contributes to employment creation, income generation, and regional development, particularly in developing countries. At the same time, it recognised tourism as a social and cultural phenomenon, highlighting the need to respect host communities, preserve cultural heritage, and protect the environment.
The Manila Declaration is considered a milestone in tourism policy because it introduced a human-centred and rights-based perspective on tourism. It linked tourism to the right to leisure, rest, and freedom of movement, elevating tourism from a purely commercial activity to a legitimate concern of public policy and social development.
Another key reason for its significance is its early emphasis on responsible and sustainable tourism development. Long before sustainability became a dominant global agenda, the Declaration warned against uncontrolled tourism growth and called for balanced planning that safeguards natural and cultural resources.
The Declaration also highlighted the importance of international cooperation. It encouraged collaboration among governments, international organisations, and the private sector to reduce inequalities in tourism development and promote mutual understanding and peace between nations.
In summary, the Manila Declaration laid the ethical and policy foundations of modern international tourism governance. Its principles continue to influence global tourism strategies, sustainability frameworks, and ethical guidelines, making it one of the most influential documents in tourism policy history.
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