[image: ]
Tourism Law and Legislation
Assignment 1

07.01.2025

Harsh


In no more than 500 words each explain: 

1- What are the different types of membership in UNWTO?

2- Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?












1. What are the different types of membership in the UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO)?
The UN World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) has set up a structured membership system so that governments, regions, and tourism stakeholders can join while still keeping control between governments. There are three main types of membership in the group: Full Members, Associate Members, and Affiliate Members.

Full Members are independent states that are part of the UN or one of its specialized organizations. They are the main group in the UNWTO that makes decisions and have full voting rights in the General Assembly. (UNWTO, 2023) Full Members have a say in how international tourism policies are made, accept strategic plans, and back projects that deal with ethics, sustainable development, and running the tourism industry.

The non-sovereign territories that are Associate Members are in charge of tourism management but don't have their own foreign relations. These members can take part in meetings, technical programs, and study projects, but they can't vote. Associate Membership lets these places gain from working together on international tourism while still following international law (UNWTO, 2022).

Affiliate Members are non-government groups that have an interest in tourism, such as businesses that offer tours, destination organizations, colleges, research institutions, and tourism associations. Affiliate Members contribute through industry knowledge, new ideas, and research, but they don't take part in official decision-making (Hall, 2019). This makes it easier for the government and businesses to work together on tourism development.

2. Who qualifies as a Full Member of UNWTO?

Only sovereign states that meet certain international and administrative requirements can be full members of the UNWTO. A country must be a recognized member of the UN or one of its specialized bodies in order to be eligible. The UNWTO (2023) says that this condition makes sure that the rules are in line with international law and governance.
For a state to be admitted, it must first fill out a formal proposal and get approval from the UNWTO General Assembly. Once the country is accepted, it promises to follow UNWTO rules, which include commitments to responsible tourist growth, moral behaviour, and working together with other countries (UNWTO, 2022).
Full Members are able to vote in the General Assembly, which gives them power over global tourist policy, budgets, and long-term plans. They also have to pay membership fees every year, which help fund UNWTO programs for study, technical assistance, and development. Full Members get access to tourism data, policy advice, and programs that build people's skills to help the tourism industry stay competitive and sustainable (Hall, 2019).


References
Hall, C. M. (2019). Tourism governance and public policy. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 27(7), 1068–1084. https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2019.1605302
UNWTO. (2022). Statutes of the World Tourism Organization. https://www.unwto.org
UNWTO. (2023). UNWTO membership and governance framework. https://www.unwto.org

image1.png




