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In no more than 500 words, each explain and 2-4 references:

1- What are subsidiary bodies in international tourism governance? Explain their general role within UNWTO.

Answer : Specialized committees, councils, commissions, and working groups are known as subsidiary bodies in international tourist governance. They are established to support international tourism organizations in their technical, policy-making, and decision-making efforts. The UNWTO's subsidiary organizations play a critical role in ensuring that the organization's tourism governance is evidence-based, inclusive, and regionally sensitive. 
These organizations are given authority by the General Assembly and the Executive Council, the main legislative and executive arms of the UNWTO. The Committee on Tourism and Sustainability, the Program and Budget Committee, technical working groups on statistics, education, ethics, and innovation, and the Regional Commissions for Africa, the Americas, Europe, South Asia, and the Middle East are a few examples. Because each subsidiary body focuses on a specific theme or region, the organization is better equipped to manage the diversity and complexity of the global tourism systems. 
UNWTO subsidiary organizations perform four primary tasks. They prioritize their policy recommendations and technical expertise. These organizations bring together government representatives, experts, and stakeholders to research emerging issues such as digital transformation, sustainable tourism, climate change, and crisis recovery. They then make policy recommendations that align with the strategic objectives of the UNWTO. Secondly, they facilitate regional cooperation and the representation of individuals. Regional commissions ensure that international tourism policies include the needs and interests of different regions in order to achieve equitable and balanced development. 

Thirdly, subsidiary organizations support implementation and oversight. They are crucial in monitoring the progress of member states and converting international declarations, frameworks, and action plans into useful recommendations. Monitoring tourism statistics, sharing suggestions for enhancement, and ensuring compliance with ethical and sustainable standards are some ways to achieve this. Consultative and collaborative methods involve a wide range of players, such as member nations, associate members, and expert groups, which improves legitimacy and participation in global tourism governance. 
UNWTO's subsidiary bodies improve the organization's capacity to control tourism globally by combining strategic oversight, specialized knowledge, and regional involvement. They ensure that tourism regulations are flexible enough to adjust to various locations and circumstances worldwide.

2- What is the Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980)? Why is it considered a milestone in tourism policy?

Answer Under the sponsorship of the World Tourism Organization, the World Tourism Conference in Manila, Philippines, adopted the historic Manila Declaration on World Tourism (1980). The Declaration positioned tourism as a major force behind social advancement, economic growth, and global understanding by outlining core principles that guide the industry's development, management, and governance on a global scale. 
The Declaration describes tourism as a social, cultural, and educational phenomena in addition to an economic activity. It highlights how tourism, especially in developing nations, promotes employment, income production, poverty alleviation, and cross-cultural interchange. Crucially, it emphasizes how states must organize and oversee tourism in a way that respects cultural heritage, national sovereignty, and the welfare of host populations. 
For a number of reasons, the Manila Declaration is seen as a turning point in tourism policy. First of all, it was among the first international agreements to specifically acknowledge tourism as a right, connecting it to the freedom of movement, leisure, and rest that are expressed in more general human rights frameworks. This normative framing made tourism a valid public policy concern rather than just a market-driven activity. 
Second, long before sustainability emerged as a key global policy agenda item, the Declaration established the foundation for responsible and sustainable tourism. It emphasized the need of safeguarding the environment, maintaining cultural identity, and making sure that the growth of tourism benefits the local populace. Later, these ideas shaped significant policy frameworks as the Sustainable Development Goals and the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism (1999). 
Third, the Manila Declaration reaffirmed the importance of global collaboration in the management of tourism. In order to overcome disparities in tourist development and to encourage capacity building in less developed destinations, it advocated for cooperation between states, international organizations, and the business sector. 
In conclusion, the Manila Declaration on World Tourism is a seminal declaration that changed the way that tourism is perceived and managed around the world. Decades after it was adopted, its comprehensive, rights-based, and development-oriented approach still has an impact on global tourist policy and moral principles.


References

· Hall, C. M. (2011). Tourism and public policy: Contemporary debates and future directions. Tourism Management, 32(6), 1173–1184. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tourman.2011.01.003
· Holden, A. (2016). Environment and tourism (3rd ed.). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315768864
· Sharpley, R. (2009). Tourism development and the environment: Beyond sustainability? Earthscan.
· United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). (1980). Manila Declaration on World Tourism. Madrid: UNWTO.
· United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). (2023). Basic Texts of the World Tourism Organization. Madrid: UNWTO.
· United Nations. (2022). Global governance and the role of specialized agencies. United Nations, New York.

image1.png




