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Focus on Spain – Flamenco and Regional Festivals
Q: Which aspects of culture are being commodified for tourism purposes (festivals, crafts, traditions)?
A: In Spain, flamenco dance and music, bullfighting traditions, and regional festivals like La Tomatina or San Fermín have been repackaged for tourism (García, 2020).
Q: How has this commodification changed these cultural aspects or the way people engage with them?
A: Flamenco has been turned into a tourist performance in many cities, often disconnected from its emotional and political roots in Andalusia’s Romani communities (Pérez, 2019).
Q: What are the negative impacts of such commodification on local communities?
A: Traditional artists feel sidelined, and some communities express fatigue from repeated performances. Festivals often become chaotic, losing their spiritual or historical relevance (Martínez, 2021).
Q: What strategies can be used to balance tourism development with cultural preservation?
A: Supporting grassroots cultural groups, ensuring revenue returns to communities, and offering deeper, more meaningful cultural exchanges can help (UNWTO, 2022).
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